
 

 

History Long Term Plan 19-20 – 20-21 
Rationale: The following LTP is a 2 year rolling programme.  It aims to provide a secure chronological framework, with local dimensions.  LTP is based on those produced by 

Education Durham: Primary History Revised Framework Overview Plan Update 2018.  Each History unit will last for a half a term.   

A   2019/2020                                                                                     B   2020/2021 

YEAR GROUP 

and rotation  

 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Y1 I’m making History! 

NC ref: changes within living memory 

Focus: Chronology (sequence), knowledge of very 

recent past, use of common words. Asking and 

answering simple questions. 

Suggestion: My timeline, family history, 

investigating Christmas now and in the past.  

Moon Zoom topic: Neil Armstrong.  NC Ref: 

Significant individuals in the past. 

Core learning: 

• What is my history? Pupils develop a timeline 

from present to past of their own life. Add 

to the timeline school start dates, special 

events they can remember, pets/toys etc.  

• Discuss the memories pupils have, where 

appropriate, pupils can record their favourite 

memory or annotate a copy of a photograph. 

• Who was here before me? Neil Armstrong 

(to refer to English topic: Moon Zoom) – 

compare toys/ homes/events/school/special 

events 

• Think about questions we could ask of people 

from the past. 

• What was Christmas like in the past? Look at 

images and photographs of Christmas in the 

past. What do pupils notice? What was the 

same? What has changed? 

History detectives – spot the differences! NC 

Ref: changes within living memory, places in 

locality Focus: Use of primary sources, 

comparing to find similarity and difference, 

chronology, beginning to explain change and 

continuity. Suggestion: local history enquiry, 

toys/ phones/ transport now and then. (Visit to 

Preston Park Museum) 

Core learning: 

• What were homes like before I was born? - 

use clues in photographs to find 

information and develop close observation 

skills. Develop core vocabulary related to 

houses and homes as well as build on basic 

chronological knowledge.  

• Create a timeline of houses, strengthening 

their sense of chronology.  

• Discuss how life would be, their 

feelings/thoughts, if they were living in 

such houses.  Extend to toys 

• Compare their toys now with toys from the 

past: handle artefacts and discuss. 

• Encourage thoughts and vocabulary relating 

to time.  “Why does this toy look 

dusty/dull/cracked?”  etc 

• How have toys changed? 

Who has helped make History? NC ref: 

Significant individuals in the past, local 

significant individuals Focus: use of 

historical interpretations, chronology over a 

longer period, thinking about historical 

significance. Suggestion: Beatrix Potter 

Core learning: 

• Explore primary sources: photographs of 

Lake District/ Beatrix Potter. 

• Who could this person be?  Encourage 

chn to analyse photos and develop 

vocabulary of time. 

• Make comparisons between then and 

now. 

• Use a series of primary sources to build 

up a sequence of her life. 

• Pupils will look at the key features of 

life in rural areas at the time and 

compare them with aspects of life today 

– transport, homes/kitchens, work, life 

for children to look at similarity and 

difference. (visit to the farm at 

Beamish?) 



Y2 Fantastic Firsts  

NC ref: events beyond living memory that are 

significant globally or nationally Focus: 

Chronology over longer timeframe, comparing 

events, writing about significance. Suggestion: 

inventions, special events – moon landing, 

electricity, first train etc. 

Core learning: 

• To know about events beyond living memory - 

inventions 

• Know about events that were significant 

globally or nationally (may have a 

remembrance day or be commemorated 

through festivals and anniversaries) 

• Chronology over a longer time frame (years) 

Why are some places special?  

NC ref: Significant places in own locality Focus: 

Thinking about historical significance, using 

primary sources. Suggestion: Special places in 

the area visit and enquiry– cathedral etc. 

Core learning: 

• Significant places in own locality  

• Use primary sources of information 

All change? Holidays now and then  

NC ref: Changes within living memory and 

beyond. Significant places in our own locality. 

Focus: Identifying and writing about change 

and its causes. Forming an interpretation, 

use of primary sources Suggestion: Compare 

holidays now and 1950s and Victorian. Use of 

historic environment e.g. Saltburn. 

NC ref: Significant individuals in the past, 

local significant individuals; Grace Darling 

Core learning: 

• To know about significant local 

individuals in the past who have had an 

impact – Grace Darling  

• Identify and write about changes within 

living memory and beyond – holidays 

then and now 

Y3/4 Who does the skeleton found near Stonehenge 

belong to?   

NC reference Changes in Britain Stone Age to 

Iron Age (The Amesbury Archer – an exploration 

of Archaeology of the Bronze Age) 

Core learning: 

• explore the role of archaeologists 

• understand timeline of prehistoric Britain 

• use correct terminology  

• explore and understand the importance of 

the discovery of the Amesbury Archer 

(focus on Stonehenge) 

Why did the Ancient Egyptians build 

pyramids? NC ref: Achievements of earliest 

civilisations - Ancient Egypt Focus: key 

features of early civilisation, chronology 

(sequence, duration and contemporaneous 

development) causation, use of primary sources 

(supported inferences) 

Core learning: 

• extend understanding of chronology 

(timeline of world history) 

• use correct terminology 

• understand why the Egyptians built 

pyramids 

• explore the discovery of Tutankhamen’s 

tomb 

Ancient Greek builders 

NC Ref: Ancient Greece; achievements and 

influence Focus: Chronology (sequence and 

duration), key features and individuals of 

ancient civilisation, consequences, 

significance (legacy) use of primary sources, 

use of written interpretations. 

Core learning: 

• extend understanding of chronology 

(timeline of world history) 

• use correct terminology 

• explore Greek buildings – Acropolis, 

Parthenon – linked to Greek democracy 

and religion 

• understand key aspects of Greek 

architecture (columns) 



Y3/4 Who were Britain’s first builders? 

NC ref: Changes in Britain Stone Age to Iron Age 

Focus: building and technology in earliest 

settlements, key features of an era, chronology 

(sequence and duration) change over time, using 

artefacts as primary sources, awareness of 

representations. 

The Shang Dynasty 

NC ref: Achievements of earliest civilisations. 

Focus: key features of early civilisation, 

chronology ( sequence, duration and 

contemporaneous development) causation, use 

of primary sources (supported inferences) 

How have the Greeks shaped my world? 

NC Ref: Ancient Greece; achievements and 

influence 

Focus: Chronology (sequence and duration), 

key features and individuals of ancient 

civilisation, consequences, significance 

(legacy) use of primary sources, use of 

written interpretations. 

Y4/5 What was daily life like for Romans? 

NC ref: The Roman Empire and its impact on 

Britain Focus: Key features of a global empire, 

chronology (duration) similarity and difference of 

experiences within the period (rich/poor, 

men/women/child, slave/ free) use of primary 

sources – supported inference and lines of 

enquiry.  (Looking at the broader idea of the 

Roman Empire, focusing on Architecture and 

Artefacts - use of Primary sources: what do 

they tell you about the Romans?) 

Core learning: 

• To know that life in Britain changed after 

the invasion of the Romans including the use 

of roads, plumbing and some foods.  

• To know that we can find out about life in 

Roman times through the use of artefacts 

found by archaeologists 

Were the Vikings really vicious? 

 NC Ref: The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle 

for England to 1066 Focus: Chronology and key 

features, making a supported judgement, use of 

primary sources to test an interpretation. 

Core learning: 

• Where the Vikings came from 

• Why the Vikings invaded England 

• How they invaded England  

The impact Vikings had on English history 

Tudors: Why did Henry VIII marry six 

times? 

NC ref: Construct informed responses by 

selecting and organising relevant historical 

information.   

Development of Church, State and Society.  

(significant individual; what were the 

consequences of Henry’s first divorce?  Use 

of primary and secondary sources; 

empathy with characters from the past; 

study of portraits and symbolism; comparing 

life then and now.) 

Core learning: 

• What were the consequences of Henry’s 

first divorce?   

• The impact Henry’s divorce had on the 

church today. 

 

Y4/5 Why did the Romans march through County 

Durham?   

 NC ref: A Local history study  Focus: Key 

features of Roman army and British campaign, 

chronology, causation and consequence, using 

information texts and representations of the 

past (reconstructions, artist’s views, built 

models)  Binchester;  Arbeia?) 

What happened when the Romans left 

Britain?  

NC ref: Britain’s settlement by the Anglo 

Saxons and Scots Focus: Key features of Anglo 

Saxon Britain (s/c/r/e), chronology (sequence 

and duration), consequences and significance. 

Use of information texts and historian’s 

interpretations. 

Who was making history in faraway places 

in the year 1000? The Mayas 

 NC ref: non-European society that provides 

contrast to British history Focus: 

Chronology – developing terminology of 

periods, contemporaneous developments, key 

features of a contrasting society and its 

development, similarity and difference to 

Britain in c.1000, use of primary sources, 

identification of key points in historical 

interpretations.  



Y5/6 Local Victorians 

NC Ref: Local History unit   

Describe changes which took place in our local 

town, during the nineteenth century. (buildings, 

transport) Compare and contrast different 

accounts of life.  Features of child labour in 

Victorian pits.  (Victorians at Beamish; mining at 

Beamish) (suggestions: Robert Stephenson; 

William Armstrong; Lewis Carroll – grew up near 

Darlington, the Jabberwocky was based on the 

Lambton Worm; the infamous Mary Ann Cotton; 

Timothy Hackworth; Elizabeth Barratt Browning; 

Gertrude Bell; Josephine Butler) 

Core learning: 

• To understand the significance and impact of 

changes during Victorian times on today’s 

society. 

• Understand different methods of historical 

enquiry and recognise that sources can be 

interpreted in different ways. 

• To study and understand a significant turning 

point in local history with the development of 

the railways. 

• VOCAB: 

Empire, exploration, society, technology, 

democracy. 

WWII  

(75th Anniversary of the ending of, 8 May)  

NC ref: Significant historical events, people 

and places. 

What was life like during WWII?  How did life 

change after WWII? (founding of NHS; 

Welfare state etc) 

Core learning: 

• To understand cause and consequence: 

reasons for the war starting. 

• Significant turning point in society with the 

introduction of the NHS and Welfare 

State. 

The Monarchy over time (particular focus 

on Victoria?) 

NC ref: Aspect or theme since 1066). Focus: 

Chronological security – sequence and 

duration, key periods and their features, 

causation and consequences, use of primary 

sources to evaluate utility, producing own 

representations of the past. 

Core learning: 

• To understand the chronological order 

of events in British History. 

• To recognise how the role of Monarchy 

has altered as society has changed. 

VOCAB:  

Divine Right of Kings 

Parliament 

Nobility 

Democracy 

Y5/6 What’s in a name?  

NC Ref: Local History unit  – WW1 war memorials 

Focus: Chronological security, key features of an 

ear, use of primary sources, similarity and 

difference of experience at a point in the past ( 

suggestion: Bradford boys from Bishop Auckland) 

Crime and punishment over the ages. 

NC ref: Aspect or theme since 1066). Focus: 

Chronological security – sequence and duration, 

key periods and their features, causation and 

consequences, use of primary sources to 

evaluate utility, producing own representations 

of the past. 

Why do we remember Norman Cornish? 

NC ref: local history study Focus: Use of the 

historic local environment to further enquiry 

skills, develop chronological range and use of 

primary sources such as maps, census, 

buildings and photographs. 

The life and times of Norman Cornish: an 

insight into the region’s rich mining heritage.  

What was life like in mining communities in 

the 1950s/1960s? 

 


