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Festivals and celebrations 

• Harvest 

• Diwali 

• Sukkot  

 

 

 

Christianity/Hinduism/ 

Judaism  

 

Key learning: 
Discuss/introduce what happens 

at these special days/events. 

How are they celebrated by the 

faith communities both within 

the home and the wider 

community, e.g. at the church or 

temple. Watch Cbeebies clips of 

children celebrating their faith. 

Tell stories that maybe 

connected with the special 

times, e.g. Diwali, Rama and Sita.  

 

Who is Baby Jesus? 

 

Christmas story  

 

 

 

 

Christianity 

 

 

Key learning: 
Understand the ‘First Christmas’ 

story. Name the main characters 

and events. How Christians 

celebrate Christmas in Church, 

home, communities. Personal 

reflection, how do you celebrate 

Christmas.  

 

Trip to the Church to find out 

more information from Rev’d 

Barbara. Look and investigate the 

colours in church, what else can we 

see?  

Stories from the Old Testament.  

Special books- compare Holy Books 

and how they are treated. 

 

Special times- Easter, how do 

Christians celebrate?  

 

Christianity 

 

 

Key learning: 
Understand some stories from the 

Old Testament, e.g. Noah’s Ark. Look 

and discuss Holy books and who they 

are special to and why. Compare with 

our special books we might have at 

home. Discuss the Easter story and 

how Christians celebrate.  

 

Special places, objects, books, music, 

people. 

 

Explore different religions, 

artefacts, music, meeting special 

people.  

 

All religions 
6 world faiths 

 

Key learning: 
Introduce a new faith each week. 

Introduce special buildings as sacred 

places and how they are used for 

worship. Introduce some of the 

leaders/founders of each religion. 

Explore artefacts from each faith. 

Discuss the Holy Books within each 

faith and how they are used with 

respect.  
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Autumn 1 

7 weeks 

What can we learn 

about Christianity by 

visiting a Church? 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 
To identify special 

places and compare 

them with a Church. 

Identify and name 

key features of a 

Church. To visit our 

local Church. 

Understand some 

Christian beliefs that 

may happen in a 

Church, e.g. 

weddings,baptisms.  

Autumn 2 

7 weeks  

Why do we give gifts 

at Christmas? 

 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 
To identify gifts and 

giving meanings. 

Understand 

Christians believe 

Jesus was a special 

gift given from God. 

Discuss the Good 

Samaritan story. 

Have an 

understanding why 

we give gifts today 

linking it in with 

Christmas and Jesus’ 

birthday. To 

understand it is one 

of the biggest 

Christian festivals.  

 

Spring 1 

6 weeks 

Why was Jesus special 

to Christians? 

 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 
Identify Jesus was the 

son of God. Discuss 

Jesus’ teachings 

through some Bible 

stories. Jesus was seen 

as a teacher not a 

leader. To understand 

some Cristian values., 

e.g. forgiveness, love. 

To identify the stories 

Jesus told were called 

parables. To 

understand that Jesus 

chose his disciples to 

help him.  

Spring 2 

6 weeks 

What is the Easter 

story? 

 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 
To understand the 

Easter story. To 

know that this is one 

of the biggest 

Christian 

celebrations. To 

identify the key 

parts of the Easter 

story. Name key days 

leading up to Easter. 

To identify Christian 

symbols.  To create 

an Easter garden 

with Rev’d Barbara.  

Summer 1 

5 weeks 

What can we find out 

about Buddha? 

 

 

 

Buddhism 

 

Key learning: 
To identify who 

Buddha was. 

Introduce some 

Buddhist beliefs. To 

identify the main 

parts of the story of 

Siddhartha and the 

Swan. Discuss and 

identify the beliefs 

and traditions of the 

Bodhi tree. Identify 

some Buddhist 

symbols. Look at 

Buddhist temples and 

create one in school.  

 

 

Summer 2  

7 weeks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trip to the Oriental 

Museum 

Y1/2 children. 
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Autumn 1 

7 weeks 

Why is the Bible 

special to Christians? 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 
To identify why the 

Bible is special to 

Christians.  

Bible as the holy 

book for Christians, 

treated with respect 

e.g. read from in 

Church worship, 

lectern, special 

Bibles. Discuss facts 

about the Bible. 

Retell some stories 

from the Bible 

(Genesis 1 and 2: 

Creation) To know 

the Bible includes an 

Old Testament and a 

New Testament. 

Explain the story of 

Mary Jones.  

 

Autumn 2 

7 weeks 

How and why is light 

important to 

Christians? 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 
To identify how and 

why light is 

important at 

Christmas.  

To know Jesus is 

seen as the light of 

the World. To 

understand that 

Jesus is Gods son.  

Identify the meaning 

of Advent.  

Identify the meaning 

of a Christingle and 

make individual 

Christingles with 

Rev’d Barbara.  

Compare the 

importance of light in 

other religions e.g. 

Diwali/Hinduism.  

 

Spring 1 

6 weeks 

What does it mean to 

belong in Christianity? 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 
To look at Baptisms in 

Church. Welcoming into 

the Christian family. 

Identify meaning of 

Baptisms. What 

happens within a 

Baptism. Identify 

symbols, words, 

promises and actions. 

Church visit. 

Spring 2 

6 weeks  

How do Christians 

celebrate Easter? 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 
Review Easter story. 

Identify days leading 

up to Easter. To 

understand this is 

the most significant 

event in the Christian 

calendar. To 

understand how and 

why Christians 

celebrate Easter.  

What happens in 

Church at Easter. 

Discuss personal 

reflection, what do 

you do at Easter, how 

do you celebrate it? 

Symbol of the cross.  

To create an Easter 

Garden with Rev’d 

Barbara.  

Summer 1 

5 weeks  

How do Buddhists 

show their beliefs? 

 

 

Buddhism 
 

Key learning: 
Importance of the 

natural world.  Values of 

compassion, respect for 

all living things.  

Demonstrate 

compassion, generosity, 

honesty, patience, care 

for all living things. 

Belonging and 

commitment 

demonstrated in 

ordained communities 

through special 

clothing, shaven head, 

alms bowl. The 

importance of the 

Buddhist community. 

Identify temples are a 

special place.  

Discuss and identify 

symbols and meanings. 

Identify how Buddhists 

worship at home. Look 

at different shrines. 

Create our own 

Buddhist area in school.  

 

 

Summer 2 

7 weeks  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trip to the Oriental 

Museum 

Y1/2 children.  



Overall learning outcomes by the end of Key Stage 1: 

 

Knowledge and understanding of Religion: 

• Identify some of the beliefs of Christianity and Buddhism 

• Retell some stories within Christianity and Buddhism  

• Identify some ways in which Christians and Buddhists worship and celebrate special events  

• Use some religious words 

• Show some awareness of how some aspects are the same in both Christianity and Buddhism e.g. both have a special founder, stories, ways of 

worship. 

 

Critical thinking: 

• Express their views and give simple reasons in response to their learning about the beliefs, teachings and practices in Christianity and Buddhism. 

 

Personal reflection: 

• Reflect on their own beliefs, values and feelings in relation to what they have learnt about Christianity and Buddhism.  

• Show awareness of and be sensitive to the thoughts, feelings, beliefs and experiences of others in relation to what they have learnt about 

Christianity and Buddhism. 

 

Key drivers: 

21st Century Citizen – British values, Community awareness, Multicultural awareness, Sense of community (rights and responsibilities), Understanding 

the wider world.  
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Autumn 1 

7 weeks 

How and why do 

religious people show 

care for others? 

 

(compare 2 religions) 

 

Key learning: 

Compare Christianity 

and Hinduism.  

Why do Christians show 

care for others? What 

does the Bible teach 

Christians about caring 

for others? What can 

we find out about the 

work of a Christian 

organisation or charity 

(e.g. Salvation Army, 

Christian Aid) 

Knowledge and 

Understanding of 

religion Refer to 

religious figures and 

holy books to explain 

answers. Personal 

reflection Show an 

understanding that 

personal experiences 

and feelings influence 

attitudes and actions. 

Critical thinking 

Describe how some of 

the values held by 

communities or 

individuals affect 

behaviour and actions. 

Autumn 2 

7 weeks 

Why do Christians call 

Jesus the light of the 

world? 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 

Pupils will describe 

Christian beliefs shown 

in the Christmas story. 

Pupils will describe 

Christian belief in 

Jesus as light and 

saviour, they will have 

the opportunity to look 

at some images which 

depict Jesus as light of 

the world and suggest 

meaning of the imagery. 

They will learn about 

the Advent ring and its 

significance for 

Christians. They will 

reflect on their own 

and others’ experiences 

and ideas. They will 

consider whether the 

Christmas story has 

anything to say to 

people today. 

Spring 1 

6 weeks 

What do Christians believe 

about Jesus? 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 

To understand beliefs and 

teachings. Refer to 

religious figures and holy 

books to explain answers. 

To understand beliefs and 

teachings. Present the key 

teachings and beliefs of a 

religion. Refer to religious 

figures and holy books to 

explain answers. Describe 

how some of the values 

held by communities or 

individuals affect 

behaviour and actions. 

Show an understanding 

that personal experiences 

and feelings influence 

attitudes and actions. 

Spring 2 

6 weeks 

Why is Lent such an 

important period for 

Christians? 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 

Reflecting on the 

feelings, experiences, 

beliefs and practices 

associated with Lent 

Empathising by 

considering the 

thoughts, feelings, 

experiences, attitudes, 

beliefs and values of 

others and identifying 

feelings such as 

forgiveness and sorrow 

Interpreting by 

drawing meaning from 

artefacts and 

symbolism; interpreting 

religious language 

Synthesising by linking 

the story of Jesus in 

the desert with the 

practices of Lent; 

linking the practices of 

Lent with Christian 

belief Expressing by 

explaining rituals and 

practices associated 

with Lent and how they 

might help a Christian 

prepare for Easter. 

Summer 1 

5 weeks 

What do Christians believe 

about God? 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Key learning: 

Show an understanding of 

the role of a spiritual 

leader. Recognise and 

express feelings about 

their own identities. Relate 

these to religious beliefs 

or teachings. Explain some 

of the different ways that 

individuals show their 

beliefs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 2 

7 weeks  

Study another religion or 

go back to first unit and 

look in more depth of two 

religions. 

Hinduism 

 

Key learning: 

Show an understanding of 

the role of a spiritual 

leader. Recognise and 

express feelings about 

their own identities. 

Relate these to religious 

beliefs or teachings. 

Explain some of the 

different ways that 

individuals show their 

beliefs. 

 



 

Y
e
ar

 4
/5

 

L
G

 

Autumn 1 

7 weeks  

How and why do 

religious people show 

care for others? 

 

 

(compare 2 religions) 

 

 

Key learning: 
Compare Christianity 

and Buddhism. 

Buddhism and 

Christianity are 

different but spread a 

message of love and 

compassion. Christians 

show love through kind 

acts.  Name Christian 

charities. 

Autumn 2 

7 weeks 

Why do Christians call 

Jesus the light of the 

world? 

 

 

Christianity 

 

 

Key learning: 
Understand that ‘Jesus 

the light of the world’ 

is a metaphor for 

guiding people through 

life.  Reflect upon who/ 

what guides them 

through their life.  

Explain why light is an 

important reference 

throughout the 

Christian religion and 

name when lights 

feature throughout the 

church year. 

Spring 1 

6 weeks 

What do Christians believe 

about Jesus? 

 

 

 

Christianity 

 

 

Key learning: 
Explain that Christians 

believe Jesus lived a life 

God wants us to.  Know 

that Jesus lived his life 

for a short time to spread 

the message of God. 

Christians think Jesus was 

a special, holy man who 

could perform miracles. 

Spring 2 

6 weeks 

Why is Lent such an 

important period for 

Christians? 

 

 

Christianity 

 

 

Key learning: 
Explain what lent is and 

why Christians believe 

it to be important in 

the Christian faith. 

Identify how and went 

lent is marked in the 

Christian calendar. 

Explain the symbol of 

the colour purple and 

the importance of 40 

days. 

Summer 1 

5 weeks 

What do Christians believe 

about God? 

 

 

 

Christianity 

 

 

Key learning: 
Know that Christians 

believe God is an eternal 

being who created and 

preserves all things. · 

Explain the definition of 

omnibenevolent, omniscient 

and omnipresent and their 

relation to God. Name God 

in his different versions 

(i.e. the father, the holy 

spirit etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 2 

7 weeks 

Introduction to Hinduism 
 
 

 

 

Hinduism 

 

 

Key learning: 
Explain a key definition 

for what a Hindu believes. 

Know how Hindus worship 

and what they worship to. 

Name special places/ 

things for a Hindu.
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Autumn 1 

7 weeks 

Why do people have 

rituals in their lives? 

 

 

 

(compare 2 religions) 

 

 

 

 

Key learning: 
Understand that rituals 

are a series of actions 

performed in a 

prescribed order. 

Compare Christian and 

Hindu weddings. 

Understand the rituals 

of Christenings and 

funerals. Identify and 

reflect upon rituals 

used in own lives and 

their importance.  

Autumn 2 

7 weeks 

What do the gospels 

tell us about the birth 

of Jesus? 

 

 

Christianity  

 

 

 

 

Key learning: 
Pupils will read the 

Bible passages which 

describe the birth of 

Jesus – (The Gospels of 

Matthew and Luke) 

They will compare and 

contrast the 

information in the 

Gospels.  

Spring 1 

6 weeks 

What is religion? What 

concepts do religions have 

in common?  

 

 

All religions/similarities 

and differences 

 

 

 

Key learning: 
Consider the key 

philosophies of faith and 

recognise commonality 

across different religions. 

Investigate concepts and 

how they are represented 

in the main World religions.  

Spring 2 

6 weeks 

Why are Good Friday 

and Easter Day the 

most important days 

for Christians? 

 

Christianity 

 

 

 

 

Key learning: 
Pupils will understand 

the events of the final 

days before Jesus’ 

execution. Pupils will 

recall and reflect upon 

the significance of 

other key dates in the 

Christian calendar. 

Pupils will question 

leaders of faith and 

reflect upon their 

observations of days.  

 

Summer 1 

5 weeks 

So, what do we know now 

about Christianity?  

 

 

 

Christianity  

 

 

 

 

Key learning: 
Recall key beliefs of 

Christianity. Identify key 

events in the Christian 

calendar. Retell key 

parables from the Bible. 

Reflect and consider their 

own beliefs, feelings, 

values, attitudes and 

experiences in light of in-

depth study of Christianity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 2 

7 weeks  
What is Islam? 

 

 

 

 

Islam 

 

 

 

 

Key learning: 
Show an understanding of 

key beliefs of faith. 

Understand origins of 

religion. Recognise rituals 

and compare to other 

religions. Understand how 

faith impacts upon 

everday life of Muslims.  



Overall learning outcomes for Key Stage 2:  

 

Knowledge and understanding of Religion: 

• Show understanding of the beliefs and practices within Christianity and describe some ways in which these make a difference to people’s 

lives.  

• Show understanding of the beliefs and practices within Sikhism/Hinduism and describe some ways in which these make a difference to 

people’s lives. 

• Describe some similarities and differences within Christianity and between religions. 

• Show understanding of the RE concepts. (Belief, Authority, Expressions of Belief, Impact of Belief.) 

 

 

Critical thinking: 

• Express their views and support with sound reasons. 

• Outline an opposing view and give at least one sound reason to support this. 

 

Personal refection: 

• Reflect on and consider their own beliefs, feelings, values, attitudes and experiences. 

• Listen to and learn from others about their beliefs, feelings, vales, attitudes and experiences.  

 

Key drivers: 

21st Century Citizen – British values, Community awareness, Multicultural awareness, Sense of community (rights and responsibilities), Understanding 

the wider world.  

 

 


